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Global
Weather

Beijing	 1	 -8	 SNY
Colombo	 33	 224	 LC
Dhaka	 25	 14	 SNY
Dubai	 24	 20	 LR
Houston	 25	 7	 TDS
Istanbul	 4	 0	 LC
London	 10	 1	 LC

Los Angeles	 19	 9       LC
Melbourne	 28	 14	 SNY
Moscow	 -10	 -11	 LC
New York	 8	 0	 LC
Singapore	 30	 25	 TDS
Toronto	 4	 -17	 LC
Washington	 9	 2	 LC

14 dead as coalition bombs Yemen after UAE attack
SANAA

The Saudi-led coalition killed 
14 people in air strikes on Yem-
en’s rebel-held capital, a medi-
cal source said on Tuesday, af-
ter an attack by Houthi 
insurgents on the United Arab 
Emirates sent regional ten-
sions soaring.

Sanaa residents were comb-
ing the rubble for survivors of  
the strikes that levelled houses, 
hours after the Houthis had 
killed three people on Monday 
in a drone and missile attack on 
the UAE capital Abu Dhabi.

Houthi Brigadier General 
Abdullah Qassem Al-Junaid, 
director of  the rebels’ air force 
academy, was killed along with 
family members, the rebels’ 
Saba news agency said.

Coalition forces launched 
further strikes on Sanaa on 
Tuesday. “The search is still go-
ing on for survivors in the rub-

ble,” said a relative of  several 
of  the victims.

The UAE, part of  the Saudi-
led coalition fighting the Iran-
backed rebels, had vowed a 
tough response to Monday’s at-
tack, the first deadly assault 
acknowledged inside its bor-
ders and claimed by the Yemeni 
insurgents. The attack on UAE, 
which opened a new front in 
the seven-year war, followed a 
surge in fighting in Yemen in-
cluding battles between the 
rebels  and UAE-trained 
troops.

Crude prices soared to seven-
year highs partly because of  
the Abu Dhabi attacks, which 
exploded fuel tanks near stor-
age facilities of  oil giant AD-
NOC. The Houthis later warned 
UAE residents to avoid “vital 
installations”. Yemen, whose 
nearly seven-year-old war has 
killed hundreds of  thousands, 
occupies a strategic position on 

the Red Sea, a vital conduit for 
oil from the resource-rich Gulf. 
After the attacks, Saudi Ara-
bia’s de facto ruler, Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, 
and Abu Dhabi Crown Prince 
Mohamed bin Zayed agreed in 
a phone call to “jointly stand up 
to these acts of  aggression”, 
UAE state media said. The Abu 
Dhabi attack marked a new 
phase in the Yemen war and 
further reduced hopes of  any 
resolution to the conflict, which 
has displaced millions in what 
was already the Arabian penin-
sula’s poorest country.

The US pledged to hold 
Houthis accountable, while 
Britain, France and European 
Union also condemned the as-
sault. The targeting of  Abu 
Dhabi followed intense clashes 
in Yemen, including advances 
by the UAE-trained Giants Bri-
gade, who drove the rebels out 
of  Shabwa province. � AFP

Director of rebels’ air force academy among those killed in air strikes; crude prices soar to seven-year high partly due to Abu Dhabi attacks

Sri Lankan president promises rights 
reforms, justice for missing persons
Colombo

President Gotabaya Ra-
japaksa said on Tuesday that 
Sri Lanka needs to “correct the 
misconceptions” of  the inter-
national community on its hu-
man rights policies as he prom-
ised “justice” for missing 
persons from the three decade-
long civil war with the LTTE.

“We reject racism. The 
present government wants to 
safeguard the dignity and 
rights of  every citizen in this 
country in a uniform manner,” 
Rajapaksa said while address-
ing a new session of  Parlia-
ment. “Therefore, I urge those 
politicians who continue to in-
cite people against each other 
for narrow political gains to 
stop doing so,” he said.

Talking about human rights 
issues in the country, Rajapak-
sa said that he was willing to 
take suggestions from the in-
ternational community on it.

“We need to correct the mis-
conceptions that have 
been taken to the in-
ternational commu-
nity in the past re-
garding our human 
rights,” he said.

“I say with respon-
sibility that during 
my tenure, the gov-
ernment did not sup-
port any form of  hu-
man rights violations. We will 
also not leave room for any 
such act in the future. We do 
not condone such actions in 
any manner,” he added.

The Lankan government’s 

reluctance to address or inves-
tigate human rights allegations 
from the civil war has been a 
source of  tension in its ties 
with several Western countries.
Rajapaksa, who so far side-

stepped calls to inves-
tigate missing per-
sons from the civil 
war, said that the is-
sue is not something 
unique to a particu-
lar group. “We will do 
maximum justice on 
behalf  of  all such 
persons,” he said. Ac-
cording to the Lankan 

government figures, over 20,000 
people are missing due to vari-
ous conflicts including the 
three-decade separatist war 
with Lankan Tamils which 
claimed at least 100,000 lives.

Yemenis inspect the damage following air  strikes by the Saudi-led coalition in Houthi rebel-held Sanaa on Tuesday |  AFP

600
attempts by migrants to cross border from Belarus foiled 
so far this year, say Poland’s Border Guard authorities

British PM 
denies lying  
to Parl about 
lockdown party
LONDON

UK Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson on Tuesday “categor-
ically” rejected claims by his 
former chief  aide that he lied 
to parliament last week about 
a Downing Street party held 
during a strict lockdown.

But appearing in public for 
the first time after days of  
Covid self-isolation, Johnson 
also ducked questions about 
whether he would resign if  it 
is established by an internal 
inquiry that he did lie.

“I can tell you categorically 
that nobody told me, nobody 
said this was something that 
was against the rules, that it 
was a breach of  the Covid 
rules, that it was something 
that wasn’t a work event,” he 
said. “Frankly, I can’t imagine 
why on earth it would have 
been allowed to go ahead,” 
Johnson added.

Johnson is battling damag-
ing allegations that he and 
staff  attended boozy events 
during lockdowns, prompting 
public and political fury.

He has apologised for a May 
20, 2020, party in the Downing 
Street garden, telling parlia-
ment last week he had not 
known about it in advance 
and “believed implicitly that 
this was a work event”. But 
his combative former senior 
adviser Dominic Cummings, 
who has been waging a ven-
detta against Johnson since 
he was sacked in Nov 2020, 
said he warned his then boss 
about the event at the time. 

Beijing

Chinese state media say par-
cels mailed from overseas may 
have spread the omicron vari-
ant of  the coronavirus in Bei-
jing and elsewhere, despite 
doubts among overseas health 
experts that the virus can be 
transmitted via packaging.

The State Post Bureau said 
it has ordered stronger meas-
ures to ventilate and disinfect 
sites where items mailed from 
overseas are handled. Postal 
workers must wear pro-
tective equipment, re-
ceive booster shots and 
undergo regular test-
ing, it said on its web-
site.  Inter national 
packages must be iso-
lated, cleaned and held for 
a waiting period to ensure 
they are free from the virus, it 
said. Global health experts say 
the virus mainly spreads 
through respiratory droplets 
when infected people breathe, 
speak, cough and sneeze.

The World Health Organiza-
tion says coronavirus “needs a 
live animal or human host to 
multiply and survive and can-
not multiply on the surface of  
food packages”. However, Chi-
na has repeatedly emphasised 
what it calls the danger of  in-

fections from packaging, de-
spite only trace amounts of  
the virus being found on such 
items, and has boosted testing 
of  frozen food and other items 
shipped from overseas.

The Communist Party news-
paper ‘Global Times’ cited the 
Beijing Center for Disease 
Control and virologists as link-
ing recent infections to pack-
ages from abroad. It said on 
Tuesday that investigators 
found people newly infected 
had picked up packages mailed 

from Canada and the 
U.S.

 China has locked 
down parts of  Bei-
jing’s Haidian district 
following the detec-

tion of  four cases, just 
weeks before the capital 

is to host the Winter Olympic 
Games. Another person in the 
southern technology hub of  
Shenzhen who tested positive 
for omicron handled packages 
sent from North America, the 
newspaper said.  An addition-
al case was reported in the 
city’s Chaoyang district, and 
an office building in Shunyi, 
where capital’s main airport is 
located, was placed under lock-
down with all inside required 
to undergo testing after a case 
was reported.� AP

Foreign parcels brought in 
Omicron, suspects China

Sudanese 
protest after  
7 killed in  
anti-coup stir

EU parl gets its 
third female 
president
Brussels

Roberta Metsola, a 
Christian Democrat from 
Malta, was elected president 
of  the European Union’s par-
liament  on Tuesday, putting 
women in three of  the four 
biggest jobs in the 27-nation 
bloc. 
Metsola succeeds Italian So-
cialist David Sassoli, who died 
last week. She is only the 
third woman elected to the 
post. 
Her birthday was Tuesday, 
and at age 43, she is the Euro-
pean Parliament’s youngest 
president.

Metsola was the candidate 
of  the parliament’s biggest 
group, and she received 458 of  
the 616 votes cast on Tuesday. 
She had already been acting 
president since Sassoli’s de-
mise on January 11.

“I know that having the 
first female president of  this 
house since 1999 matters both 
inside and outside these 
rooms, but it must go further,” 
Metsola told the plenary. 

“Our institution commits 
to having more diversity, gen-
der equality, guaranteeing 
women’s rights, all our rights 
must be reaffirmed.”

KHARTOUM

Sudanese shuttered 
shops and barricaded 
streets with burning tyres 
and rocks on Tuesday, 
staging angry rallies to 
protest against one of  the 
bloodiest days since a 
coup derailed the coun-
try’s democratic transi-
tion. Security forces on 
Monday opened fire kill-
ing at least seven people as 
t h o u s a n d s  m a r c h e d 
against the army’s Octo-
ber 25 takeover, taking the 
total number killed in a 
crackdown since the coup 
to 71, according to medics. 
“No, no to military rule,” 
protesters chanted on 
Tuesday in southern Blue 
Nile state, where some 
carried banners daubed 
with the slogan “No to 
killing peaceful protest-
ers”, said witness Omar 
Eissa. The protests come 
as Washington ramps up 
pressure in a bid to broker 
an end to the months-long 
crisis in the northeast Af-
rican nation, with top US 
diplomats expected to ar-
rive in the capital Khar-
toum for talks.

Sudan’s main civilian 
bloc, the Forces for Free-
dom and Change, called 
for two days of  civil diso-
bedience to begin on Tues-
day. “Shop closed for 
mourning,” signs read at 
Khartoum’s sprawling 
Sajane construction sup-
plies market. 

Waves cause oil spill in Peru
Lima: Unusually high waves attributed to 
the eruption of an undersea volcano in 
Tonga caused an oil spill on the Peruvian 
coast, but authorities said the spill was 
controlled within hours. The Peruvian Civil 
Defence Institute said a ship was loading oil 
into La Pampilla refinery when strong waves 
moved the boat and caused a spill. � AP
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